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Potter Ranch in Marana, Arizona, has a 
long history with Driftwood-bred horses. 
Owned by Mel and Wendy Potter, the 
ranch stands PC Frenchmans Hayday (Sun 
Frost x Caseys Charm x Tiny Circus), bet-
ter known as “Dinero.” Ridden by Mel and 
Wendy’s daughter Sherry Cervi, Dinero 
achieved lifetime earnings of more than 
$400,000. He is a full brother to Kristie 
and Chuck Peterson’s four-time WPRA 
World Champion French Flash Hawk, 
aka “Bozo,” and his colts have won more 
than $4 million in rodeo earnings.

Mel Potter says the ranch is loyal to 
Driftwood offspring, because they’ve seen 
those lines produce horses that have had 
great success in the rodeo arena. His criteria 
for breeding stock starts with bloodlines.

“Their conformation and breed-
ing is what is important to me,” Potter 
says. “Generally, the breeding cre-
ates a disposition and the speed, 
the cow, the rate and the run.” 

Gene Strickland is listed with AQHA as 
the owner of Miss Meter Jet, who resides 
at and is managed by Potter Ranch. Horses 
bred under Strickland’s name have earned 
$894,818 since 2010. His high-earning 
horse is the well known MP Meter My 
Hay, a 2002 mare sired by PC Frenchmans 
Hayday, out of Miss Meter Jet (Bar Tonto 
Jet x Miss Meter Charge x Royal Charge). 
Owned by Mel Potter and ridden by Sherry 

Cervi, the mare—known as “Stingray”—
has earned $873,706 since 2010 and was 
the reserve champion at the 2010 NFR, 
where she took home more than $120,000. 
In 2013, the mare won the NFR average, 
pocketing earnings in excess of $155,000. 
In all, MP Meter My Hay has earned more 
than $915,000, according to Equi-Stat.

“We look for good bloodlines and 
good conformation in the mares, and 
hope for the best,” Potter says. “You never 
know if you’re going to get a Stingray or a 
Dinero, one of the greats. And the really 
great ones don’t come along very often.”

Potter’s advice for breeders is to keep 
pairing the best horses you can, and you’ll 
have better luck with getting a usable horse.

“Pick good stallions and good mares, 
and hope for the best,” Potter says. 
“You might get some good ones—
they might not be world champions, 
but outstanding horses anyway.”

Even at 80 years old, Potter 
enjoys the unpredictability of breed-
ing for barrel horses, and is excited 
about the future of his program.

“It’s been fun,” Potter says. “I’m always 
enjoying and looking forward to who 
the next Driftwood is going to be. All of 
them have been good, but we’re still look-
ing for that needle in the haystack, one of 
the great ones like Stingray has been. It’s a 
good business, with a lot of good people.”

Top 5  
BREEDERS  

OF THE LAST  
FIvE YEARS

Source: Equi-Stat
Note: Statistics compiled from Jan. 1, 
2010 through Dec. 15, 2015

  bill and Debbie Myers, St. Onge, 
South Dakota

earnings: $1,360,941
High earning Horse: Guys Famous 
Girl (Frenchmans Guy x Disarray x 
Dash Ta Fame)
earnings: $110,786

  Jud Little, ardmore, Oklahoma 
earnings: $1,325,642

High earning Horse: JL Dash Ta Fame 
(Dash Ta Fame x Dynas Plain Special 
x Special Feelins)
earnings: $186,945

  Timothy and Kelly bagnell, ronan, 
Montana 

earnings: $1,181,384
High earning Horse: an Oakie With 
Cash (biebers Okie x Lady Kaweah 
Cash x Judge Cash) 
earnings: $1,177,464

  Victory Farms, ada, Oklahoma 
earnings: $1,042,264

High earning Horse: VF Hi N Famous 
(Dash Ta Fame x High Steppin Fancy 
x band Of azure) 
earnings: $125,936

  Gene Strickland, West Valley City, 
utah

earnings: $894,817
High earning Horse: MP Meter My 
Hay (PC Frenchmans Hayday x Miss 
Meter Jet x bar Tonto Jet)
earnings: $891,027

No.5. Gene Strickland / Potter Ranch

Sherry Cervi with 
the great MP 
Meter My Hay, 
owned and bred 
by her father  
Mel Potter, also 
pictured.
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Abigail Boatwright is an award-winning 
journalist based out of Texas. Email com-
ments on this article to bhneditorial@
cowboypublishing.com.
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As breeding for barrel 
racing becomes more 
sophisticated, horses 
that excel under the 
unique demands of this 
specialized discipline 
often originate from 
straight barrel-bred stock. 
Sharing some of their 
success strategies with us 
here are those who lead 
the ranks of successfully 
producing top-earning 
barrel horses. According 
to Equi-Stat, the horses 
these breeders have 
produced collectively 
earned the most money 
in barrel racing in the 
last five years. Here’s a 
bit more about each of 
their breeding operations.

Without doubt, Bill and Debbie Myers 
of St. Onge, South Dakota, have helped 
shape the path of barrel racing genetics. As 
owners of leading barrel sire, Frenchmans 
Guy, the couple—and their sons—have 
built a reputation for quality performance 
horses and broke 2-year-olds. Bill grew up 
ranching, and Deb grew up barrel 
racing, and together the pair trained 
and bred horses for those disciplines. 
Myers Ranch got its start with race 
and performance horses, but when 
their horses showed a real aptitude 
for barrel racing, they began breeding 
for barrel racing performers as well.

“We never intentionally started 
out (breeding barrel horses), they 
just happened to be natural at 
doing it,” Bill says. “They won 
pretty darn good right off the bat, 
so that’s the reason we started rais-
ing horses in that direction.”

In the last five years, horses 
bred by Myers Ranch have earned 
$1,360,941 (as of December 15, 
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No.1. Bill and Debbie Myers
2015). A great example of the ranch’s 
product is Guys Famous Girl (Frenchmans 
Guy x Disarray x Dash Ta Fame). The 
2007 mare has earned $110,786 since 
2010. Guys Famous Girl captured the 
$100,000 Slot Race championship at 
the Lance Graves Pro Classic in 2011.

The Myers family.
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Jud Little’s Bar Nothin’ 
Ranch in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, has sent as 
many timed event horses 
to the National Finals 
Rodeo as perhaps any 
other breeding program. 
With earnings from the 
last five years in excess of 
$1,325,642, it’s evident that 
Little knows a thing or two 
about breeding for speed.

Starting out play-
ing polo and traveling 
to compete in matches 
as far away as Argentina, Little learned 
the value of a quick-turning horse. He 
also enjoys roping, and when Little’s 
daughter Mattie became interested in 
pole bending and barrel racing, Little 
began raising barrel horses with the 
Argentine polo ponies in mind.

“I started with some good mares 
and bred them to some pretty good 
stallions,” Little says. “I had people 
ride them and train them like the 
Argentines did versus the conven-
tional way. And it worked well.”

The most successful horse produced 
by Little right now is JL Dash Ta Heaven 
(Dash Ta Fame x Dynas Plain Special x 
Special Feelins), a 2005 stallion that has 
earned $186,945 since 2010. JL Dash 
Ta Heaven earned notoriety winning 
titles like the 2009 Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association World Finals and the 
2010 Old Fort Days Futurity among 
his many accolades. In his lifetime, 
he’s racked up more than $208,000.

“JL Dash Ta Heaven has such an out-
standing record,” Little says. “He has 17 
arena records. He ran the fastest time ever 
run at a WPRA rodeo on a standard pat-
tern in Dodge City, Kansas. The horse is 
incredible and his babies are incredible.”

Little is a firm believer that the mare 
brings 75 to 80 percent of the influence 
in a breeding pair. He prefers using per-
forming mares in his breeding operation.

“JL Dash Ta Heaven’s dam Dynas 
Plain Special won a world championship 
in 2003 and the average (at the NFR),” 

Little says. “He’s one of three babies of 
hers that I have, and she is the kind of 
mare I want in my program. That horse 
has a track record, black type pedigree, 
good conformation and of course speed.”

One thing Little says characterizes his 
breeding program is that its horses have 
been entered and proven in competition.

“We are not afraid to run and test 
the horses we raise,” Little says. “We 
are not afraid to fail with the mares 
or the stallions. If they fail, they don’t 
stay in the program. If not, then we get 
them in the breeding program and keep 
them in our performance program.”

Little says working with a good vet-
erinarian that pays close attention to 
your horses year-round is important.

“A lot of what helps is just exper-
tise,” Little says. “I have an awful 
lot of good people advising me.”

When asked for advice on pair-
ing stallions and mares, Little recom-
mends seeking a stallion that supple-
ments where the mare isn’t as strong.

“You need to consider what the mare 
needs,” Little says. “Whether that is 
speed or ease of riding or needs to be 
settled down, choose a stallion that does 
it well. I never, ever breed for color. 
Although Bug In My Frosty throws 
a lot of palomino horses, color is not 
important to me. It’s just like having 
a good steak—you don’t know what 
color the hide was that covered it.”

Myers says that with respect to breeding 
for barrel horses, the ranch has always tried 
to breed athletic horses that move well.

“We really like a horse to have 
really good conformation,” Bill says. 
“Conformation, pedigree and then a 
great mind and great movement. We’re 
a big stickler about movement because 
that’s why they win so much. They are 
great moving horses with good feet. And 
they are also really easy to train. A horse 
with a good mind is really important.”

Myers Ranch tends to breed a racehorse 
and performance cross, which Bill says 
seems to be a combination of the best of 
both worlds for them. He says breeding is a 
slow process, and seeing results takes time.

“You have to be critical of the dam more 
than anything,” Myers says. “You have 
to try different crosses and experiment. 
Some of them are going to work, but it’s 
a learning process all the time. You need 
to be patient—it takes years and years.”

Myers says for their program, they 
tend to breed horses with similar quali-
ties for a more consistent product.

“When you breed a like stallion to a like 
mare, you get a better overall result,” Myers 
says. “I don’t like breeding say, a really big 
stud to a really little mare, or vice versa. 
I don’t think you have near the chance 
of getting a uniform, balanced horse.”

No.2. Jud Little

Jud Little and his late, great stallion Cash Not 
Credit.
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